NAVIGATING THE NILE


We are about to embark on a journey back in time to an ancient civilization filled with wonder and mystery.  We will explore the people, places and things of ANCIENT EGYPT, research the culture and analyze its impact on our lives today.  


The focus of our unit will be on research skills.  You will present your findings in the form of a spiral book.  Please pay very close attention to the time line; you will need to be prepared and ready to work everyday in order to finish this project on time.


Your first job will be to decide a topic for your research and book.  You may choose ANY person, place or thing that relates to ancient Egypt.  As you begin your research, you may need to narrow or widen the topic.  This will depend on how much information you are able to find about your topic.

For example, you may decide to research pyramids.  That is fine but you will find that it is a huge topic and you may need to focus only on how the pyramids were built or what can be found inside a pyramid.  Likewise, you might choose to research sarcophagi and discover that you have to expand your topic to burial rites. 

You will need to decide a shape for your book that symbolically represents your topic.  I will help you with shapes.  Books will be 20 pages long and each page MUST contain a graphic and complete description (at least two full sentences.)  It will be up to you to decide what information about your topic and what graphics and illustrations you will use.  I will provide guidelines, but you are the final authority.  

Research Guidelines

If you choose a person or people:
Who were they?

What did they look like?


What was their role in society?

Where did they live? 

What did their homes look like?

When did they live?

Why are they important?

What did they wear?

What did they worship or why were they worshipped?

What types of artifacts about them remain?

Any other interesting facts

Or do

A day in the life of scribe, painter, pharaoh, a queen, a soldier.


If you choose a place:

Where is it?

What is it called – what does the name mean?

Was it always called by the same name?

What is the climate?

What crops grew there?

What animals lived there?

What jobs did people who lived there do?

If you chose a thing:

What did it look like?

How was it made?

What was it made from?

How long did it take to make it?

Who made it?

Why?

How was it used?

Who used it?

Do we have a modern equivalent?

Could anybody have one?

Obviously, these are just questions to get you thinking.  You will have many more of your own.

Time line:

 Feb. 5– Library book and encyclopedia research day

Feb – 9 You must declare a topic with a focus and know what shape your book will be. 

You must continue researching and designing graphics nightly
Feb 22 – All poster board due – Library Computer research day

You must continue researching and designing graphics nightly
Feb 23 – Preliminary table of contents sheet due

You must continue researching and designing graphics nightly

March 1 – All books cut out 

You must continue researching and designing graphics nightly
March 8 – All books taped together 

You must continue researching and designing graphics nightly
March 15– All books filled with graphics and descriptors.
Please keep in mind that you will be doing all of the cutting, taping and filling of the books in school.  THEY WILL NOT GO HOME UNDER ANY CIRCUMSTANCES.  You must, however, do a considerable amount of research, graphic design and writing at home and bring it in to school. Your nightly homework will be to continue with research, writing and graphic design. You will also fill out a “Work Journal.”  This will keep you aware, and hopefully, on track of your work.

As always, you must keep all work in your folder.  You must bring the folder everyday.

You will supply:


I will supply:

poster board (8)



tape

all research
bags to keep your project contained

all graphics



resources and library time

your best effort


my highest level of patience

Preliminary Table of Contents

The topic of my book is ________________, the focus of my book is__________________, the shape of my book will be____________________.
Pg. 1 __________________________________________

Pg. 2___________________________________________

Pg. 3___________________________________________

Pg.4___________________________________________

Pg. 5___________________________________________

Pg. 6___________________________________________

Pg. 7 __________________________________________

Pg. 8 __________________________________________

Pg. 9 __________________________________________

Pg. 10 _________________________________________

Pg. 11 __________________________________________

Pg. 12__________________________________________

Pg. 13__________________________________________

Pg. 14__________________________________________

Pg. 15__________________________________________

Pg. 16__________________________________________

Pg. 17 _________________________________________

Pg. 18__________________________________________

Pg. 19 _________________________________________

Pg. 20 _________________________________________

Work Journal – to be filled out (in detail) every night. 

	Date
	Work completed today: (you may use more   Parent signature

than one line per day)

	
	

	
	

	
	

	
	

	
	

	
	

	
	

	
	

	
	

	
	

	
	

	
	

	
	

	
	

	
	

	
	

	
	

	
	

	
	

	
	

	
	

	
	

	
	

	
	

	
	

	
	

	
	

	
	

	
	


Websites to get you started: 
http://www.bbc.co.uk/history/ancient/egyptians/

http://www.ancient-egypt.org/
http://guardians.net/egypt/tut1.htm 

http://www.ancientegypt.co.uk/menu.html 

http://www.discoveringegypt.com/
http://www.si.umich.edu/CHICO/mummy/
http://www.carnegiemnh.org/exhibits/egypt/

http://www.mnsu.edu/emuseum/prehistory/egypt/index.shtml
http://www.guardians.net/egypt/
http://www.bbc.co.uk/history/ancient/egyptians/
Materials for graphics

hand drawn pictures



computer generated pictures

fabric






straw

beads






feathers

tin foil





construction paper

popsicle sticks




pipe cleaners

ribbon





string/twine/yarn

textured paper




(very) small stones

cotton





gauze

You will be graded on:

Effort – Are you consistently working toward project completion?

Research – Does your book reflect thorough research and intelligent descriptors?

Presentation – Is your final project creative and well put together? Does your shape relate to your topic? Do your graphics and descriptors fully explain and inform about the focus of your book?

I have read this packet and I fully understand my responsibilities.

Student’s signature_________________________________________

I have read this packet and I understand my child’s responsibilities.

(All project information will be on team website)

Parent’s signature__________________________________________

