Found Poem
Poets work line by line.  A good way to practice this kind of writing is to break an ordinary prose passage into lines.  The result is called a “found poem.” It won’t rhyme, but it will have the rhythm of poetry.

DIRECTIONS:

1. Choose a short passage to rewrite.  It could come from a newspaper, a magazine, a letter, an advertisement, or any other piece of prose.  You may need to read several articles before finding one that will work.
2.  Break the passage into lines.  Each line should contain a thought or description.  Usually, a line will not be an entire sentence.  You may need to experiment to see where to make the best breaks. Hint: Read the lines aloud and let your ear guide you. 

3.  Omit material that is not needed. For example, you can remove a sentence or even a part of a sentence if it doesn’t fit the flow.
4.  Repeat a line if you want to emphasize what it says.  However, do not add new material.  Everything in a found poem should be found within the original material.
5. Test your poem by reading it aloud to a trial audience. Ask for suggestions that might make the poem read a smoother, more meaningful way.
6. Polish the poem. In the finished version, include a brief introduction that gives the source of the original material.  Include the name of the original author if available.

Found Poem Model
The article in the box comes from the San Francisco Chronicle. The article was translated into a poem by breaking sentences into lines.  Part of one sentence was deleted, and one sentence was repeated.

Pacifica’s Planting Sunshine

By Mark Simon 

In storm battered Pacifica, a group of residents is going to plants the seeds of Spring by Monday.


Led by Mark Stechbart, a member of the Chamber of Commerce board of directors, the group is going to scatter eight pounds of California poppy seeds on median strips and hillsides along Highway 1 and at public places all over town.


Within a couple of months, the seeds will yield blooms of yellow, gold and orange that will drench Pacifica in the colors of the sun.

The Seeds of Spring
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In storm-battered Pacifica
A group of residents

In going to plant

The seeds of spring

On Monday.

The group is going to scatter

Eight pounds of California poppy seeds                                                     

On median strips

And hillsides

Along Highway 1

And at public places

All over town.

Within a couple of months

The seeds will yield

Blooms of yellow, gold and orange

That will drench Pacifica

In the colors of the sun.

In the colors of the sun.
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