Independent Reading Assignment
Quote Sandwich

GLE R-6-4 to 8-4 & 6-7 to 8-7: Demonstrates initial understanding of literary or informational text by paraphrasing or summarizing….

Name: _____________________________                   Due Date: September 24, 2009
# of pages/books: 2 pages                        Focus of quote sandwich: character change

	


	In the Korean folktale, “The Clever Thief,” the king changes from being furious with the thief in the beginning of the folktale to more forgiving at the end of the folktale.  In the beginning of the folktale, the thief was put in jail for stealing some spices from a shopkeeper.  The thief then demanded to see the king so that he could present him with a gift.  The gift appeared to be an ordinary plum pit which infuriated the king. “Examining the contents, his face suddenly flushed red with rage and his voice filled the room with a series of bellows. ‘What is the meaning of this?  How dare you bring me an ordinary plum pit’ ”(2). This quote shows that the king was not at all happy about what he perceived to be an ordinary plum pit.  The thief goes on to explain the true meaning of the plum pit by saying, an honest man who plants the pit will reap golden fruit.  The king shortly realizes that he is not the man to plant the pit, and it is then offered to several other officials who also admit that they are not worthy enough either.  The king begins to have a change of heart about the thief’s jail sentence.  Money was then collected to pay off the original fine and the thief was set free. “ ‘Go, my good man,’ he said.  ‘You are free.  You have spent enough time in prison.  From your experience you have instructed us wisely.  Ministers and kings sometimes forget themselves.  We will remember your lesson well’ ” (3).  This quote clearly shows that the king learned a life lesson from the thief and has become more forgiving.
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