18 Ways to Hook the Reader!
1. Interesting Description: Ashes filled the air when I was around the camp fire.  Crackle, crackle it went.

2. Description of a Character: His shirt was torn and tattered.  His pale eyes stared straight ahead, revealing defeat and sadness.  His face told a story of injustice and despair, all hope lost in a whirlwind of pain.  He watched the scurrying people, jackets pulled tight against the wind, making their way to the subway tunnel.  He was unnoticed in the busy city life.

3. Snapshot: Brightly colored paper is hung on walls, plastered with work scribbled by a child’s hand.  The warm glow of the computer softly blinks in the corner, awaiting its next job.  Groups of desks are scattered throughout the room each with books stacked neatly on top.  The buzz of voices fills the air outside the door as the children make their way to class.

4. “Show” Feelings: I sit at my desk, feet bouncing below me, ready to spring me up at a moment’s notice.  I shut my eyes tight, and then opened them.  I look at my watch, 1:27.  Three minutes!  Three minutes until the sound of a bell that will set me free for 3 months.

5. Sound: BOOM!  The trunk slammed.  BANG!  The car doors slammed as we got out of the van.

6. A Thought: I’m in big trouble now, I thought to myself.

7. Strong Feelings: Chores! Chores! Chores! Chores are boring!  Scrubbing toilets, cleaning sinks, and washing bathtubs take up a lot of my time and are not exciting at all.
8. Scary, Exciting, or Intense Moment… I tried to run, but I couldn’t.  My fear was growing by the moment.  I inhaled deeply as I turned the door knob.

9. Something Interesting to Come:  It all started on an average day.  I didn’t think anything unusual would happen, but boy was I wrong!

10. Dialogue/Conversation: “We’re moving.” That’s what she told me.  “What?” I exclaimed.  How could they do this to me?

11. Definition from a Dictionary: Friend : Someone whom one knows and likes.

12. Creative Definition: Friend:  Someone one can count on in times of need and happiness alike.  Someone who knows how to make a tear turn into a smile and who brings out the best in another.
13. Startling Statement: A great crime was committed against people in 1942.  This was the signing of Executive Order 9066 by President Franklin D. Roosevelt, which called for the eviction and internment of all Japanese Americans.

14. A Saying or Quote: It was Adeline Mah who said, “Do not let one negative reality get in the way of a thousand positive possibilities.”  It was at then end of ninth grade that I realized what this meant.

15. Action: I raced inside, slamming the door behind me.  I plopped my backpack on the floor and dashed for the kitchen.  Our cat, asleep in the hallway, quickly awoke and scurried out of harms way.  I knew I only had a few precious seconds before my brother, coming through the back door, beat me to the kitchen and nabbed the last of mom’s brownies.

16. Scenario: Lockers slam as a group of girls start to form by the same locker as they do every morning.  Today it is the tall blonde girl that they are mad at, the one who glares at me in the cafeteria, followed by a toss of her hair and an outburst of laughter.  The blonde quickly realizes she will not be included in “the group” today as shots of hatred and betrayal are fired at her from every direction.  Hot tears stream down her face as “the group” squeezes her out of the circle.  I can’t help but to smile to myself.  Maybe this will make her think twice before making fun of me again.  I quietly shut my locker thinking, I doubt it.

17. Anecdote: (A short, descriptive story relating to the point of the writing.) 

The young girl stood on the side and longingly watched the others swim. There was no way she would get into a bathing suit regardless of how much she wanted to be in the pool with the other girls. She knew they would make fun of her; they would see her terrible scars that ran all up and down her arms. She sat painfully quiet at the edge, wishing her childhood had been different. 


That girl was none other than the future first lady of the United States of America …
18. In Media Res: (This is where the writer begins in the middle, at the climax, or at the end and flashes back.)

The doctor came into the waiting room where Lisa was awaiting the news. She knew what he was going to say, but she did not want to hear the words come out of the doctor’s mouth. “Sorry Lisa, but he didn’t make it.”
