


Essential Questions 

Why is the world the way it is?  

 

How do we know? 



Mentors 

ÂDr. Robert Higbee, Professor Of 
Geography; 

   University of Rhode Island 

ÂDr. Robert Hindle, Professor of Earth 
Sciences; University of Rhode island 

 





Sources to Guide  
Teaching & Understanding 

Â 5 Themes of Geography 
ÂNCSS Standards 
Â 18 National Geography Standards (NCGE) 
ÂR.I. Civics GSEôs 
ÂEssential Questions 

 



Weblinks 

Â http://www.socialstudies.org/  
Â National Council for the Social Studies 
Â http://www.hawaii.edu/hga/Standard/Standard.html  
Â 18 National Geography Standards 
Â http://geography.mrdonn.org/5themes -definitions.html  
Â 5 Themes of geography 
Â http://www.funsocialstudies.learninghaven.com/articles/f

ivethemes.htm 
Â 5 Themes of Geography 
Â Feinstein MS Social Studies Dept. ï Thematic Essential Questions 
Â http://www.mitchellteachers.org/PDFs/ASFMSSocialStudiesThematic

EssentialQuestions.pdf 
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Â  Alan Shawn Feinstein Middle School Social Studies Department  
Â 6th ï 8th Curriculum   

Â Overarching Grade -Span Thematic Essential Question:  
Â How does understanding the (historical & geographical) past help us to 

understand the present and predict the future?  
 

  

1. Why do people live and move where they do? (Geography & Human 
Migration)  

Â 2. Why do people live the way they do? (Culture)  
Â 3. How and why do humans organize their societies the way they do? 

(Civics, Government)  
Â 4. How does technology affect people's lives? (Technology, Innovation)  
Â 5. How has conflict and cooperation shaped human history? (Warfare, 

World Politics)  
Â 6. How has the quest for resources affected human history? (Economics)  
Â 7. How do we know what we know about human history? (Historiography, 

Social Sciences)  
Â 8. Why do civilizations rise and decline? (Impact of Civilization)   

 
 
 
 

Â http://www.mitchellteachers.org/PDFs/ASFMSSocialStudiesThematicEssentialQuestion
s.pdf 



Tools to Aid Spatial Literacy 

ÂMaps 

ÂCompass 

ÂGPS (Geo-Positioning Satellite) 

ÂGIS (Geographic Information Systems) 

Âwww.terraserver.com 

Âwww.googleearth.com 

 

 

http://www.terraserver.com/
http://www.googleearth.com/


Contemporary Non-Fiction 
Using Geography To Question Our 

Past and Predict Our Future 
ÂGuns, Germs & Steel: The Fates of Human 

Societies; Jared Diamond 

Â The World In 2050: Forces Shaping 
Civilizationôs Northern Future; Laurence C. 
Smith   



The 5 Themes of Geography 

Â Location 

ÂPlace 

ÂMovement 

ÂRegion 

ÂHuman-Environmental Interaction 

Â http://www.funsocialstudies.learninghaven
.com/articles/fivethemes.htm  

http://www.funsocialstudies.learninghaven.com/articles/fivethemes.htm
http://www.funsocialstudies.learninghaven.com/articles/fivethemes.htm


Location and Historical Perspective 

Â Interrogating WWII Bomber Crews  



https://genographic.nationalgeographic.com/genographic/index.html  



Teaching Spatial Literacy 
Using: 

ÂArt 

ÂLiterature 

ÂMusic 

ÂMovies 

ÂMaps 

 





Literature, Poetry, Theatre, Music 

ÂMark Twain, Tolkien, Robert Louis 
Stevenson, William Faulkner 

ÂRobert Frost 

ÂWest Side Story, Oklahoma! 

ÂMusic ï Vivaldiôs ñThe Four Seasonsò, 

   Woody Guthrieôs ñThis Land Is Your Landò 

ÂBlues, Jazz, Rock, Country, Rap, Hip-Hop, 
Gregorian Chant, Classical 

 


