
USING FREE CSS TEMPLATES

How to modify an existing template to make a 

professional looking site.

By Ted Mitchell



GO TO WWW.FREECSSTEMPLATES.ORG AND BROWSE

THROUGH THEM TO FIND ONE YOU LIKE. (GOOGLE

“FREE CSS TEMPLATES” FOR MORE SITES TOO)

http://www.freecsstemplates.org/
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THINGS TO CONSIDER WHEN CHOOSING A

TEMPLATE:

 How many main links do you need? - Look at how 

many main links are on the template. You can 

add others, but usually not to the main menu.

Main links

Options here to add 

are limited, so be 

comfortable with 

the number of 

them.

On the other hand, 

you can make other 

menu areas 

below…



IMAGES AND YOUR ABILITY TO EDIT

THEM…

This main 

image can be 

replaced, but 

can you make 

the corners 

round? If not, 

it might look 

out of place.



COLOR SCHEMES: WHILE YOU CAN CHANGE

BACKGROUND AND FONT COLORS, CHOOSE A

TEMPLATE THAT YOU DON’T HAVE TO MAKE-OVER.

Main background –

Container 

background –

Font colors -



“PREVIEW” THE TEMPLATE FIRST TO SEE IT

AS IT WILL DISPLAY ON YOUR SITE.



THEN CLICK “DOWNLOAD.ZIP…” TO SAVE

IT TO YOUR COMPUTER.



THIS WINDOW APPEARS, THEN CLICK

“SAVE”



THIS WINDOW ASKS WHERE YOU WANT TO SAVE

IT. I SAVE THEM TO A FOLDER ON MY DESKTOP

(SMALL FILES).

What’s a 

“zipped” folder?
- It’s a compressed 

(made smaller) 

file. When you 

extract it after it 

downloads, it’s 

like adding water 

to dehydrated 

food. (Smaller 

files are easier to 

download.)



THIS WINDOW APPEARS, CLICK “OPEN”



DEPENDING UPON YOUR VERSION OF WINDOWS, 

FIND AND CLICK “EXTRACT ALL FILES”



NOW YOU’RE ASKED WHERE TO SAVE THE

EXTRACTED FILES TO. I JUST SAVE THEM IN

THE SAME FOLDER.



THE WINDOW ON TOP IS THE EXTRACTED

VERSION. 



ONCE YOU OPEN THE FOLDER, YOU’LL SEE THE

INDEX (MAIN PAGE) AND CONTENT FILES THAT

GO WITH IT.



HIGHLIGHT THESE FILES, THEN DRAG THEM

INTO A FOLDER IN YOUR WEBSITE. I CREATED A

FOLDER “TEMPLATEEARTH” TO HOLD THEM.



OPEN THE FOLDER YOU IMPORTED THE FILES INTO

AND DOUBLE-CLICK TO OPEN THE “INDEX” FILE. THIS

FILE IS OPEN IN EXPRESSION BELOW.

Essentially, much 

of the work is done 

for you. Now, you’ll 

begin to edit the 

text, add pictures, 

etc.



THE END

Go on to the next tutorial on Editing CSS 

Templates.


